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(57) ABSTRACT

Disclosed herein is an apparatus for dispersing a nanocom-
posite material. That apparatus includes an inner chamber in
which a metal powder, a nanocomposite material and inner
pellets are charged. The inner chamber also includes a plu-
rality of apertures each having a smaller diameter than that of
each inner pellet. Furthermore, the apparatus includes an
outer chamber that surrounds the inner chamber and includes
outer pellets in a space between a wall of the inner chamber
and a wall of the outer chamber.

8 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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1
APPARATUS FOR DISPERSING
NANOCOMPOSITE MATERIAL

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Technical Field

The present invention relates to an apparatus for dispersing
ananocomposite material, which can improve the dispersibil-
ity of a metal powder and a nanocomposite material and
prevent nanocomposite molecules from being damaged.

2. Description of the Related Art

Generally, a nanocomposite material is mixed with a metal
powder to form an alloy. In addition, to ensure the mechanical
characteristics of this alloy are maintained or increased, the
metal powder and the nanocomposite material must be suffi-
ciently dispersed. Thus, pellets and raw materials (e.g., metal
powder, nanoparticles) are charged in a mixing chamber, and
then the mixing chamber is rotated to allow the raw materials
to be dispersed by a collision with the pellets. Furthermore,
the pellets have a substantially uniform size, and the weight
ratio of raw materials to pellets is determined based on the
collision energy necessary for the raw materials.

Moreover, the metal powder and nanoparticles are mixed
by the rotation force occurring when the mixing chamber
rotates and the collision energy occurring when pellets col-
lide with the raw materials. In particular, when the collision
energy is substantially large, nanoparticles are damaged.
Conversely, when the collision is substantially small, nano-
particles are not sufficiently dispersed. However, the incon-
sistency in dispersing the nanoparticles causes in difficult
when determining an optimal level of dispersion.

A known art discloses a method of manufacturing high
reliability carbon nanotube (CNT) paste, including the steps
of: (i) dispersing CNT powder in a solvent; (ii) adding an
organic binder to the CNT powder dispersed solution; and
(iii) performing a milling process to control the viscosity of
the CNT powder dispersed solution containing the organic
binder, wherein, in step (i) or (ii), metal nanoparticles are
added. However, in this conventional it was shown to be
difficult to obtain dispersion of a predetermined level or more.

It is to be understood that the foregoing description is
provided to merely aid the understanding of the present inven-
tion, and does not mean that the present invention falls under
the purview of the related art which was already known to
those skilled in the art.

SUMMARY

Accordingly, the present invention provides an apparatus
that disperses a nanocomposite material, which may improve
the dispersibility of a nanocomposite material and prevent
nanocomposite molecules from being damaged.

An aspect of the present invention provides an apparatus
that disperses a nanocomposite material, including: an inner
chamber in which a metal powder, a nanocomposite material
and inner pellets are charged, wherein the inner chamber
includes a plurality of apertures each having a smaller diam-
eter than that of each inner pellet; and an outer chamber that
surrounds the inner chamber and includes outer pellets in a
space between a wall of the inner chamber and a wall of the
outer chamber.

The diameter of the aperture may be about 3~10 times
larger than the metal powder. The diameter ofthe inner pellets
may be about 10~200 times larger than the metal powder. The
outer pellets may be larger than the inner pellets. The diam-
eter of the outer pellets may be about 200~1000 times larger
than the metal powder.

30

40

45

2

The apparatus may further include a control unit, operated
by a controller and configured to rotate the inner chamber and
the outer chamber. In addition, the control unit may be con-
figured to rotate the inner chamber and the outer chamber,
wherein the mixing time in the inner chamber is about 5~300
minutes and the mixing time in the outer chamber is about
5~180 minutes.

The apparatus may further include an outermost chamber
that surrounds the outer chamber and includes outermost
pellets in a space between a wall of the outer chamber and a
wall of the outermost chamber, wherein the outer chamber
includes with a plurality of apertures each having a smaller
diameter than that of each of the outermost pellets. The out-
ermost pellets may be smaller than the outer pellets.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above and other objects, features and advantages of the
present invention will be more clearly understood from the
following detailed description taken in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings, in which:

FIGS. 1 to 3 are exemplary views showing the actuation of
an apparatus for dispersing a nanocomposite material accord-
ing to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 4 is an exemplary view showing an apparatus for
dispersing a nanocomposite material according to an exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 5 is an exemplary graph illustrating the effect of an
apparatus for dispersing a nanocomposite material according
to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention; and

FIGS. 6 and 7 are exemplary views comparing the effect of
an apparatus for dispersing a nanocomposite material accord-
ing to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention with
the effect of a conventional nanocomposite material dispers-
ing apparatus according to the related art.

Reference Numerals

100: inner chamber
140: aperture
220: outer pellet

120: inner pellet
200: outer chamber

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Furthermore, control logic of the present invention may be
embodied as non-transitory computer readable media on a
computer readable medium containing executable program
instructions executed by a processor, controller or the like.
Examples of the computer readable mediums include, but are
not limited to, ROM, RAM, compact disc (CD)-ROMs, mag-
netic tapes, floppy disks, flash drives, smart cards and optical
data storage devices. The computer readable recording
medium can also be distributed in network coupled computer
systems so that the computer readable media is stored and
executed in a distributed fashion, e.g., by a telematics server
or a Controller Area Network (CAN).

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments only and is not intended to be
limiting of the invention. As used herein, the singular forms
“a”, “an” and “the” are intended to include the plural forms as
well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. It will be
further understood that the terms “comprises” and/or “com-
prising,” when used in this specification, specify the presence
of stated features, integers, steps, operations, elements, and/
or components, but do not preclude the presence or addition



US 9,314,752 B2

3

of one or more other features, integers, steps, operations,
elements, components, and/or groups thereof. As used herein,
the term “and/of” includes any and all combinations of one or
more of the associated listed items.

Unless specifically stated or obvious from context, as used
herein, the term “about” is understood as within a range of
normal tolerance in the art, for example within 2 standard
deviations of the mean. “About” can be understood as within
10%, 9%, 8%, 7%, 6%, 5%, 4%, 3%, 2%, 1%, 0.5%, 0.1%,
0.05%, or 0.01% of the stated value. Unless otherwise clear
from the context, all numerical values provided herein are
modified by the term “about.”

Furthermore, control logic of the present invention may be
embodied as non-transitory computer readable media on a
computer readable medium containing executable program
instructions executed by a processor, controller or the like.
Examples of the computer readable mediums include, but are
not limited to, ROM, RAM, compact disc (CD)-ROMs, mag-
netic tapes, floppy disks, flash drives, smart cards and optical
data storage devices. The computer readable recording
medium can also be distributed in network coupled computer
systems so that the computer readable media is stored and
executed in a distributed fashion, e.g., by a telematics server
or a Controller Area Network (CAN).

Hereinafter, exemplary embodiments of the present inven-
tion will be described in detail with reference to the accom-
panying drawings.

The apparatus for dispersing a nanocomposite material
according to the present invention is an apparatus that dis-
perses a metal powder and a nanocomposite material such as
carbon nanotubes (CNT), carbon nanofiber (CNF) or the like.
The present invention provides an apparatus for dispersing a
metal powder and a nanocomposite material, which may
increase dispersion and decrease damage according to vari-
ous designs of dispersion equipment.

As shown in FIG. 1, the apparatus for dispersing a nano-
composite material according to the present invention may
include: an inner chamber 100 in which a metal powder 10, a
nanocomposite material 20 and a plurality of inner pellets 120
are charged, wherein the inner chamber 100 includes a plu-
rality of apertures 140 each having a smaller diameter than
each of the inner pellets 120; and an outer chamber 200 that
surrounds the inner chamber 100 and includes a plurality of
outer pellets 220 in a space between a wall of the inner
chamber 100 and a wall of the outer chamber 200.

The apparatus for dispersing a nanocomposite material
may include two chambers, that is, an inner chamber 100 and
an outer chamber 200 surrounding the inner chamber 100.
Each of the chambers 100 and 200 may be charged with
pellets. In other words, the inner chamber 100 may be charged
with inner pellets 120, and the space between the wall of the
inner chamber 100 and the wall of the outer chamber 200 may
be charged with outer pellets 220.

Meanwhile, as shown in FIG. 1, the metal powder 10 and
the nanocomposite material 20 may be introduced into the
inner chamber 100. When the inner chamber 100 rotates, the
metal powder 10 and the nanocomposite material 20 charged
in the inner chamber 100 may be mixed. In other words, the
metal powder 10 and the nanocomposite material 20 may be
mixed by the rotation force occurring when the inner chamber
100 rotates and by the collision energy occurring when the
inner pellets 120 collide with the raw materials 10 and 20.

In other words, the metal powder and the nanoparticles
may be mixed by the rotation force occurring when the inner
chamber 100 rotates and by the collision energy occurring
when the inner pellets 120 collide with the raw materials 10
and 20. Furthermore, since the size of each of the inner pellet
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120 is substantially small, the collision energy applied to the
raw materials 10 and 20 may be substantially low, thus
agglomerated nanocomposite materials 20 may be separated
from each other rather than the metal powder 10 being mixed
with the nanocomposite materials. Therefore, the separation
of agglomerated nanocomposite materials 20 contributes to
substantially uniform dispersion of the nanocomposite mate-
rials 20 in the metal powder.

Additionally, the diameter of the apertures 140 may be
about 3~10 times larger than the metal powder 10, and the
diameter of the inner pellets 120 may be about 10~200 times
larger than the metal powder 10. In other words, the wall of
the inner chamber 100 may include a plurality of apertures
140 to allow the metal powder 10 and the nanocomposite
material 20 to move from the inner chamber 100 to the outer
chamber 200. In particular, each aperture 140 may have a
diameter that allows the metal powder 10 and nanocomposite
material 20 to move therethrough while simultaneously pre-
venting the inner pellets 120 to move therethrough. There-
fore, the diameter of the apertures 140 may be about 3~10
times larger than the metal powder 10 (i.e., when the diameter
of the metal powder is about 50 um, the diameter of the
apertures 140 is about 150~500 pm).

When the diameter of the apertures 140 is smaller than the
diameter of the metal powder 10 or the nanocomposite mate-
rial 20, the metal powder 10 or the nanocomposite material 20
may block the aperture 140, and thus the movement through
the aperture may be restricted. Further, when the diameter of
the aperture 140 is greater than the diameter of metal powder
10 or the nanocomposite material 20, the metal powder 10 or
the nanocomposite material 20 may not be sufficiently dis-
persed, and the inner pellets 120 may move from the inner
chamber 100 to the outer chamber 200 through the aperture
140, thus deteriorating the effect of the present invention.

Further, the inner chamber 100 may be surrounded by the
outer chamber 200 to form a space between the wall of the
inner chamber 100 and the wall of the outer chamber 200, and
the space may be charged with the outer pellets 220. The
metal powder 10 and the nanocomposite material 20 charged
in the inner chamber 100 may move to the outer chamber 200
through the apertures 140 formed in the wall of the inner
chamber 100 by a centrifugal force caused by rotation of the
inner chamber 100. In addition, the metal powder 10 and the
nanocomposite material 20 having moved to the outer cham-
ber 200 may be mixed by the outer pellets 220. In particular,
the outer pellets 220 may have a diameter greater than the
diameter of the inner pellets 120. Specifically, the diameter of
the outer pellets 220 may be about 200~1000 times larger
than the inner pellets 120.

Since the metal powder 10 and the nanocomposite material
20 must be substantially uniformly mixed in the outer cham-
ber 200, sufficient energy must be supplied to the metal pow-
der 10. Therefore, the size of the outer pellets 220 must be
about 200 times or more larger than the diameter of the metal
powder 10. Further, since the outer pellets 220 must be
brought into contact with the metal powder 10 or the nano-
composite material 20, the maximum size of the outer pellets
220 may not exceed 1000 times the diameter of the metal
powder 10.

Meanwhile, the apparatus for dispersing a nanocomposite
material according to the present invention may further
include a control unit 300 operated by a controller and con-
figured to rotate the inner chamber 100 and the outer chamber
200. The control unit 300 executes the rotation of the inner
chamber 100 and the outer chamber 200 to obtain a mixing
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time in the inner chamber 100 of about 5~300 minutes and a
mixing time in the outer chamber 200 of about 5~180 min-
utes.

In other words, the mixing process conditions in the inner
chamber 100 and the outer chamber 200 may be similar to
general mixing process conditions, with the exception of the
pellet diameter. However, the mixing time in the outer cham-
ber 200 must not exceed the mixing time in the inner chamber
100. When the mixing time in the outer chamber 200 reaches
a predetermined threshold, the nanocomposite material 20
may be damaged, thus deteriorating the expected effects of
the present invention, such as substantially uniform mixing,
damage minimization and the like. Therefore, in the present
invention, the mixing time in the inner chamber 100 may not
exceed about 5~300 min and the mixing time in the outer
chamber 200 may be about 5~180 min.

Moreover, the inner chamber 100 and the outer chamber
200 may be concentrically and integrally configured to be
rotated together. In particular, the mixing time in the inner
chamber 100 and the outer chamber 200 is the time that the
mixture of the metal powder 10 and the nanocomposite mate-
rial 20 remains in the inner chamber 100 and the outer cham-
ber 200, respectively. Further, the two chambers 100 and 200
may be configured to be independently rotated and con-
trolled. When the chambers 100 and 200 are independently
rotated, the rotation time in each chamber may correspond to
the mixing time in each chamber.

Meanwhile, FIG. 4 is an exemplary view showing an appa-
ratus for dispersing a nanocomposite material according to
another exemplary embodiment of the present invention. The
apparatus for dispersing a nanocomposite material according
to the exemplary embodiment may further include: an outer-
most chamber 400 that surrounds the outer chamber 200 and
includes a plurality of outermost pellets 320 in a space
between the wall of the outer chamber 200 and the wall of the
outermost chamber 400, wherein the wall of the outer cham-
ber 200 includes a plurality of apertures 240 each having a
smaller diameter than each of the outermost pellets 320. In
addition, the outermost pellets 320 may be smaller than the
outer pellets 220.

Therefore, when the mixed powder (e.g., metal powder+
nanoparticles) mixed by the outer pellets 220 is agglomer-
ated, the agglomerated mixed powder may be further substan-
tially uniformly separated by the outermost pellets 320
disposed between the outer chamber 200 and the outermost
chamber 400.

Moreover, FIG. 5 is an exemplary graph illustrating the
effect of the apparatus for dispersing a nanocomposite mate-
rial according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention. In a conventional mixing process, when large pel-
lets are used to increase the dispersion of the metal powder
and wall of the nanocomposite material (i.e., CNTs), the
nanocomposite material may be damaged. In other words,
when the dispersion of mixed powder increases, the degree of
damage to the nanocomposite material also increases. Con-
versely, when the dispersion of the mixed powder decreases,
the degree of damage to the nanocomposite material also
decreases.

However, in the present invention, the dispersion of the
mixed powder may be increased, and simultaneously the
degree of damage to the nanocomposite material may be
decreased. Therefore, the present invention is effective in
obtaining dispersion of about 80% or more and a degree of
damage to the nanocomposite material of about 20% or less.

FIGS. 6 and 7 are exemplary views comparing the effect of
an apparatus for dispersing a nanocomposite material accord-
ing to the present invention to the effect of a conventional
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nanocomposite material dispersing apparatus according to
the related are. FIG. 6 illustrates the effect of a conventional
nanocomposite material dispersing apparatus, wherein the
dispersion of the mixed powder is about 59%, and FIG. 7
illustrates the effect of an apparatus for dispersing a nano-
composite material according to the present invention,
wherein the dispersion of the mixed powder is about 78%.

Therefore, FIGS. 6 and 7 illustrate that in the present inven-
tion, the dispersion of the mixed powder is greater than that of
the conventional nanocomposite material dispersing appara-
tus, whereas the degree of damage to the nanocomposite
material is substantially equal to that of the conventional
nanocomposite material dispersing apparatus.

As described above, when the apparatus for dispersing a
nanocomposite material according to the present invention is
used, the dispersion of the metal powder and the nanocom-
posite material may increase, and simultaneously the degree
of damage to the nanocomposite material may decrease.
Therefore, the apparatus for dispersing a nanocomposite
material according to the present invention may obtain dis-
persion of about 80% or more of the metal powder and the
nanocomposite material and a degree of damage to the nano-
composite material of about 20% or less, and may use various
types of mixed materials.

Although the exemplary embodiments of the present
invention have been disclosed for illustrative purposes, those
skilled in the art will appreciate that various modifications,
additions and substitutions are possible, without departing
from the scope and spirit of the invention as disclosed in the
accompanying claims.

What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus for dispersing a nanocomposite material,
comprising:

an inner chamber configured such that a metal powder, a

nanocomposite material and a plurality of inner pellets
are charged therein, wherein the inner chamber includes
a plurality of apertures each having a smaller diameter
than each of the inner pellets, and the plurality of aper-
tures are formed in a wall of the inner chamber

an outer chamber that surrounds the inner chamber,

wherein the outer chamber includes a plurality of outer
pellets in a space between the wall of the inner chamber
and a wall of the outer chamber; and
a control unit operated by a controller and configured to
rotate the inner chamber and the outer chamber;

wherein the control unit is operated by the controller such
that a mixing time in the outer chamber must not exceed
a mixing time in the inner chamber.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein a diameter of each
aperture is about 3~10 times larger than the diameter of the
metal powder.

3. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein a diameter of each
inner pellet is about 10~200 times larger than the diameter of
the metal powder.

4. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the plurality of outer
pellets are larger than the plurality of inner pellets.

5. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein a diameter of each
outer pellet is about 200~1000 times larger than the diameter
of the metal powder.

6. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the control unit oper-
ated by the controller is configured to rotate the inner chamber
and the outer chamber to obtain the mixing time in the inner
chamber of about 5~300 minutes and the mixing time in the
outer chamber of about 5~180 minutes.

7. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising:

an outermost chamber that surrounds the outer chamber

and includes a plurality of outermost pellets in a space
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between the wall of the outer chamber and a wall of the
outermost chamber, wherein the wall of the outer cham-
ber includes a plurality of apertures each having a diam-
eter smaller than that of each outermost pellet.
8. The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the outermost pellets 5
are smaller than the outer pellets.

#* #* #* #* #*



